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The Microsoft Business Intelligence Platform

The Microsoft Bl Platform provides a scalable Bl platform optimised for
data integration, reporting and analysis enabling organisations to deliver
intelligence where users want it.

Top Benefits
Provide the right information to everyone in the tools they know
One trusted answer to every question
Streamline processes with an integrated system that eliminates errors & duplications
Understand where your profits are made, what costs can be avoided and what the implications of
change would be

The Microsoft Business Intelligence Platform

Microsoft has a well-integrated platform for delivering insight into your organisation. By including powerful
information and analytical tools into applications already deployed across organisations more and more people
can improve their productivity and ultimately transform the performance of an organisation.
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Business Users can use Excel to create and
publish reports to SharePoint that can be
viewed across the organisation from a web
browser. Instead of quickly becoming out of
date they refresh automatically so the latest
information is always available.
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Users can connect directly to Analysis
Services with Excel Pivot Tables enabling sophisticated
analysis or use data mining to discover patterns
in data that are hidden to even the sharpest eye.
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Components of the platform

Office SharePoint Server 2007 provides a single, integrated location where employees can efficiently find
organisational resources, access corporate knowledge, and leverage business insight to make better-informed
decisions.

In addition to Business Intelligence, SharePoint provides:

Collaboration .
9 Intuitive, flexible and secure tools needed for teams to work more effectively by better using

information.

Portal

i1 Providing a personalised experience by targeting content to the right users, saving time and
frustration.

Enterprise Search

91 A powerful search engine enables the correct content and documents to be found ensuring
knowl edge isndt | ost.

Business Forms and Integration

9 Streamline business processes by easily creating forms and implementing workflows.

Content Management

91 Produce and manage published information whether in documents or websites without any
specialist skills.

Excel
When connected to Analysis Services, Excel can query large
amounts of data very quickly without users learning new tools DELIVERY
or skills. : arPointE'Server e
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Reports can then easily be added to SharePoint so they can :

be shared with others and automatically refreshed. m u . - - -

Report Builder
End users can build or amend Reporting Services reports using their knowledge of the Office environment. Rich
visualisation of information improves understanding with easy to create charts.
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SQL Server 2008 provides the Microsoft Data Platform

SQL Server Database engine is a scalable, high-performance data storage engine for extremely large volumes
of data, making it an ideal choice for consolidating business data from across the enterprise into a central data
warehouse for analysis and reporting.

Analysis Services is an OnLine
Analytical Processing (OLAP)
database engine. The technology is
optimised for reporting and analysis
providing quick responses to queries
in a manner that is meaningful to a
business user. This technology allows
users to interact with information
directly; easily browsing, filtering,
sorting, drilling to more detail and
combining data originating from many
sources.

Reporting Services makes it easy to
create, publish, and distribute detailed
business reports. These will be the
reports that lots of people will use to
get updated information they need to
do their job. They are emailed or
made available via a web browser,
providing visual, interactive and
effective information distribution.

Integration Services is a comprehensive platform for extract, transform, and load (ETL) operations that enables
the population and synchronisation of your data warehouse with data from the disparate data sources that are
used by your business applications throughout the organisation.

Summary
The Microsoft platform for Business Intelligence is a well-integrated, mature and fully featured set of tools for
delivering real insight into your organisation

Additional Reading
Altius Bl Accelerator i Technical Summary
http://www.altiusconsulting.com/Download.aspx?ID=65

Waterstonebs Data Warehouse
http://www.altiusconsulting.com/Download.aspx?ID=23
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